% UNIVERSITY OF

FLORIDA
EXTENSION

Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

4

SS-ENH-09

Considerations for Developing a Lawn and Landscape

Maintenance Contractl

Sydney Park Brown and Michael J. Holsinger2

The following sample contract includes
landscape maintenance practices which arein
accordance with University of Florida
recommendations. These recommendations are based
on research and objective-based information specific
to Florida and reflect the philosophy of
Environmental Landscape Management (ELM). The
ELM concept integrates environmental concerns into
landscape maintenance. Water and energy
conservation, fertilizer and pesticide management,
and the reduction and reuse of plant clippings are
important components of EL M.

The sample contract suggests additional topics
which you should consider when creating a contract
or reviewing one. This sample was developed as an
educational resource for lawn and landscape
professionals and users of their services. However,
final decisions on what to incorporatein a lawn and
landscape contract must be made by individual
professionals and their clients. Thispublication is
distributed with the under standing that the
authors are not engaged in rendering legal advice
or opinion, and that the infor mation contained
herein isnot to beregarded or relied upon asa

substitute for professional legal service. If you
require legal advice or opinion seek the services of
an attorney.

Sample Lawn and Landscape
Maintenance Contract

Part I--Lawn Maintenance Considerations

A. Mowing, Edging and Trimming: Contractor
will mow turf areas as needed according to seasonal
growth. No more than 1/3 of the leaf blades should be
removed per mowing. Mowing shall be with a
(reel/rotary/or mulching ) mower. Mower blades will
be sharp at al timesto provide a quality cut. Mowing
height will be according to grass type and variety (see
attached recommendations for mowing heights).
Contractor will leave clippings on the lawn as long as
no readily visible clumps remain on the grass surface
36 hours after mowing. Otherwise, contractor will
distribute large clumps of clippings by mechanical
blowing or by collecting and removing them. In the
case of fungal disease outbreaks, contractor will
collect clippings until the disease is undetectable.
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