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Rosary Pea (Abrus precatorius): One seed, if chewed, can be fatal to an adult.
This is one plant you do not want around, especially if you
have children or horses. One seed, if chewed may cause
the death of a grown man. If unchewed, the seed coat is
rather tough, thankfully, and seeds may pass through with
no harm. I recently had a call from an individual who
caught his 18 month old child in the driveway with a seed
in his mouth. Upon researching this plant, I was shocked
at how toxic it is and am sounding the alarm to eliminate
it. This seed produces abrin, one of the top deadly plant
toxins, twice as deadly as ricin (from the castor bean
plant). According to literature, studies have shown that as
little as 0.00015% of toxin per body weight will cause
human death. The child ended up being OK, as was the
child in the Am. J. Case Reports referenced below.
This vine is a FLEPPC (Florida Exotic Plant Pest Council)
Category 1 invasive plant. It can spread quickly and has
deep roots.
Rosary peas is a legume with typical pods (1.5 to 2 inches
long) in clusters, grey-green, densely velvety, drying
brown to black and splitting and curling to reveal the bright
red seeds with a black spot, hence another name, ‘crab’s
eye’.

If you have a child that may have ingested some
seeds, make a free call to the local Poison Control
Center (PCC) at 1-800-222-1222 and if directed, get
to a local Emergency Room. The PCC will track
along with you as your situation develops. They will
also help you with what to watch for and give you
someone to call if you have any doubts.
If you near a natural area, scout your property closely for this vine-shrub, it grows up to 15 feet
and tends to smother understory plants. Best approach, if you can try, is to dig up by the roots.
Herbicide spot-treatments with glyphosate or triclopyr amine may be required if abundant.
Check for current recommendations at your local UF|IFAS Extension office. Dispose of seeds in
regular trash and not the yard waste trash.
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